Poetry Unit of Study

Grades 3 - 5

Writing Poetry
Phase 1:  Immersion:  Studying Mentor Texts

· READ LOTS OF POETRY ALOUD!

· Read aloud a wide variety of poems and provide students with lots of time to read a wide variety of poems.

· Teach students how to get topic ideas from the poetry collections they read.
· Teach students how to use an idea already in their notebook (personal narrative, fiction, nonfiction) to generate ideas for poetry.
· Teach students how to read mentor texts to determine where authors get their inspirations (often in the dedication or “about the poet” flap of the book).
· Teach students how to read mentor texts to determine a poet’s purpose in writing.
· Construct class poetry craft charts using mentor texts (see attached templates).
· Teach students to observe their world as poets do.
· Ask students to put sticky notes on poems they like; let them know that some of those will become their mentor poems.
· Encourage students to write in their notebooks as they become inspired by the poems shared in class.  Some may begin to write in poetry form, while others write entries.  Notice how their writing becomes more poetic over time.

Phase 2: Collecting Ideas and Generating Entries in the Notebook

· Continue to provide students with lots of time to read poems, listen to poems and collect ideas.  
· Continue to construct class poetry craft charts using mentor texts.  

· Encourage students to try applying some of the features of poems to their own writing.   

· Teach students how to record their observations of the world in their notebooks.
· Teach students how to use their senses to collect ideas and record observations.
· Teach students how to interview people to collect ideas.

	Try techniques you notice in mentor texts together as a class.


Phase 3:  Drafting

· Teach students to select an idea from their notebook to draft outside of the notebook by considering the entries about which they have more to say, that are important to them and that might be interesting to readers.
· Teach students to show rather than tell their purpose in writing a particular poem.
· Teach students to study mentor texts to learn how poets use interesting language and varied sentence/phrase lengths to make meaning for their readers.
· Teach students to organize their poems to make meaning for their readers.
· Teach students to use line breaks and white space purposefully to convey meaning.
· Continue studying mentor texts!

Phase 4:  Revising

· Teach students to study mentor texts to determine how poets use literary devices (metaphors, similes, imagery, etc). 
· Teach students to consider/revise word choice to create powerful images. 

· Teach students to study mentor texts to consider how illustrations/photographs add to/enhance their poems.
· Teach students to “re-see” their drafts by moving parts or lines, creating new or different images, or by writing a poem from a different perspective.
Phase 5:  Editing and Publishing

· Teach students to use punctuation purposefully.  For example:
· Hyphens – used similarly to the colon

· Em dashes – (longer than the hyphen) used similarly to parentheses

· Ellipses

· Exclamation points

· Teach students to work with peers to reflect on the use of punctuation.
· Teach students to study mentor texts to learn how poets use punctuation purposefully.
· Teach students to study mentor texts to identify techniques (white space, line breaks, font style and size, capital letters, etc) poets use to show the reader how to read the poem and to convey meaning.
· Teach students to consider the ways in which illustrations or photographs can make their poems come alive to the readers.
· Decide on the format for publication (class anthology? Enlarged and illustrated for displaying in school?  Given as gifts in the form of cards or framed in an attractive self-made frame?).

CELEBRATE!

Resources:  2010 MRA conference: “Poetry that Enlightens and Engages:  Teaching Students to Write Poetry” by Sarah Cordova; The No-Nonsense Guide To Teaching Writing by Judy Davis and Sharon Hill 
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